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Kindergarten BOY Path for Assessment and Intervention

ADMINISTER THE KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS (FSSK) BOYa.
Enter information into the Grouping Matrix to determine student’s performance levels.DIAGNOSE

GROUP

ADJUST
Based on  
Skill Level

TEACH

PROGRESS 
MONITOR

Group Students for Intervention

The FSSK provides performance levels (Low, Emerging, On Track) for each  
individual skill area to help you determine student strengths and weaknesses.

Use performance levels (Low, Emerging, On Track) for each individual skill area to help you determine areas where 
students may need additional support. The Additional Activities PDF and “Skills Taught by Activity, Countdown Units 
1-16” table on the final page of this document will help you identify additional practice opportunities.

ADMINISTER THE KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS (FSSK) BOYb.
Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

Use the KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS AND COUNTDOWN document 
to determine how to proceed with Countdown instruction based on student needs.  
This document will guide you through using your FSSK results to inform your instruction.

Kindergarten  

Foundational Skills Surveys 

and Countdown
A guide to using 

Really Great Reading’s 

Kindergarten FSS to Drive 

Targeted Instruction  

with Countdown

KEY FSSK = Kindergarten Foundational Skills Surveys
BOYa = Beginning of Year Form A
BOYb = Beginning of Year Form B

https://www.reallygreatreading.com/countdown/supplemental/pdfs/CountdownImplementation_v5.pdf
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/countdown/supplemental/pdfs/CountdownImplementation_v5.pdf


1st Grade BOY Path for Assessment and Intervention

At or Above Expectations or  
Slightly/Moderately Below

Emerging  
Reader

1ST GRADE FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS (FSS1) BOYb*
Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

CONTINUE COUNTDOWN 
INSTRUCTION

•  Focus on skill development  
in areas of need.

•  Gather more detailed 
information with Phonological 
Awareness and/or Letter 
Knowledge Surveys.

BEGIN BLAST with  
Unit 1, Lesson 1 (PRSW)

BEGIN BLAST with 
Unit 1, Lesson 1 

(PRSW) but continue 
to use COUNTDOWN 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 
PDF as necessary

KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS (FSSK) BOYb
Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

If Severe/Significant and  
On Track or Emerging in: 
• Functional Vocabulary
• Phonemic Awareness

• Letter Knowledge

If Severe/Significant and still Low 
in some of these areas: 

• Functional Vocabulary
• Phonemic Awareness

• Letter Knowledge

CONTINUE BLAST INSTRUCTION

ADJUST
Based on  
Skill Level

PROGRESS 
MONITOR

KEY FSSK = Kindergarten Foundational Skills Surveys
FSS1 = 1st Grade Foundational Skills Surveys
BOYa = Beginning of Year Form A

* At teacher’s discretion.

ADMINISTER THE 1st GRADE FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS (FSS1) BOYa.
Enter information into the Grouping Matrix to determine student’s decoding level.

TEACH BLAST starting with Unit 1, Lesson 1;  
use Primary Student Workbook (PRSW)

•  Monitor student performance in lessons and analyze 
workbook activity results (e.g., Word Sorts and Spell It!). 

•  Remediate as necessary. Use Blast Passages to reinforce 
taught concepts and strategies in connected text.

DIAGNOSE

GROUP
Grouping Matrix 
Decoding Level

TEACH
USE TARGETED ACTIVITIES FROM  
THE COUNTDOWN ADDITIONAL 
ACTIVITIES PDF for remediation  
in areas of weakness before  

beginning Blast Unit 1, Lesson 1.

KINDERGARTEN FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS SURVEYS (FSSK) BOYa
helps gather information on specific skill areas of need (e.g.,  

functional vocabulary, letter knowledge, or phonemic awareness).

BEGIN COUNTDOWN 
INSTRUCTION  

at Unit 1, Lesson 1.  
Teach through Unit 16.

BOYb = Beginning of Year Form B
PRSW = Blast Primary Student Workbook

At or Above Expectations Slightly or Moderately Below Significantly or Severely Below Emerging Reader



2nd Grade BOY Path for Assessment and Intervention

KEY BOY = Beginning of Year
BDS = Beginning Decoding Survey
ORF = Oral Reading Fluency

*  See Assessment Timeline and Flow Chart for additional assessment 
recommendations for Significantly or Severely Below or Emerging Readers.

PRSW = Blast Primary Student Workbook
ELSW = Blast Elementary Student Workbook

DIAGNOSE

CONTINUE BLAST 
INSTRUCTION.  

Provide additional review  
& practice on concepts taught, 

particularly short vowels  
and Closed Syllables.

CONTINUE HD WORD or 
BLAST INSTRUCTION.

Do not switch programs; 
keep students in program 

they started in.

CONTINUE HD WORD INSTRUCTION.

ADMINISTER TIMED 2nd GRADE ORF PASSAGE & BEGINING DECODING SURVEY FORM BOY (BDS FORM A).
Enter information into the Grouping Matrix to determine student’s decoding level.

If student does not show growth  
in ORF or BDS performance

If student shows growth  
in ORF or BDS performance

GROUP
Grouping Matrix 
Decoding Level

TEACH

PROGRESS 
MONITOR

TEACH HD WORD starting with 
Unit 1, Lesson 1; use Foundations 

Student Workbook

TEACH HD WORD starting with 
Unit 1, Lesson 1; use Foundations 

Student Workbook 
Remediate based on formative 

assessment data from workbooks.

USE BLAST (ELSW) 
starting with Unit 1, 

Lesson 1 

USE BLAST (PRSW) 
starting with Unit 1, 

Lesson 1 

TIMED (1-minute) ORF PASSAGE  
AT INSTRUCTIONAL LEVEL & BDS FORM B*

Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

Moderately Below 
Expectations

Slightly Below 
ExpectationsSlow Reading Rate

Slow Reading Rate

At or Above 
Expectations

At or Above Expectations

Significantly or 
Severely Below 
Expectations

Emerging Reader

TIMED (1-minute) ORF PASSAGE  
AT INSTRUCTIONAL LEVEL & BDS FORM B.

Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

•  Monitor student performance in lessons and 
analyze workbook activity results (e.g., Word Sorts 
and Spell It!).

•  Remediate as necessary. Use Blast Passages 
to reinforce taught concepts and strategies in 
connected text.

**

* At teacher’s discretion.

ADJUST
Based on  
Skill Level



**

3rd Grade BOY Path for Assessment and Intervention

DIAGNOSE

KEY BOY = Beginning of Year
BDS = Beginning Decoding Survey
ADS = Advanced Decoding Survey
ORF = Oral Reading Fluency
ELSW = Blast Elementary Student Workbook
HDWSAs = HD Word Skills Assessments

*  See Assessment Timeline and Flow Chart for additional assessment recommendations 
for Significant or Severe Decoding Deficits or Emerging Readers.

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL REVIEW & PRACTICE  
on concepts taught, particularly short vowels  

and Closed Syllables. Continue instruction.

CONTINUE HD WORD  
or BLAST INSTRUCTION.

Do not switch programs; keep  
students in program they started in.

ADMINISTER TIMED 3rd GRADE ORF PASSAGE and BEGINING & ADVANCED DECODING SURVEYS  
FORM BOY (BDS & ADS FORM A).  Enter information into the Grouping Matrix to determine student’s decoding level.

If student does not show growth  
in ORF or BDS/ADS performance

If student shows growth  
in ORF or BDS/ADS performance

GROUP
Grouping Matrix 
Decoding Level

ADJUST

TEACH

PROGRESS 
MONITOR

No supplemental decoding 
instruction is necessary, but 
students will still benefit from 
the advanced phonemic 
awareness and phonics 
instruction in HD Word. 

If receiving HD Word in Tier 1:  
ADD HD WORD PLUS 

in addition to HD Word to support student learning in 
general classroom. Remediate based on formative 

assessment data from workbooks or HDWSAs.

If not receiving HD Word in Tier 1: 
TEACH HD WORD starting with Unit 1, Lesson 1;  

use Foundations Student Workbook 
Remediate based on formative assessment  

data from workbooks or HDWSAs.

USE BLAST (ELSW)  
starting with Unit 1, Lesson 1

Moderate 
Decoding 

Deficits

Mild Decoding 
Deficits

Slow Reading 
RateStrong Decoder

Specific 
Decoding 

Deficits

Significant or 
Severe Decoding 

Deficits

Emerging 
Reader

TIMED (1-minute) ORF PASSAGE  
AT INSTRUCTIONAL LEVEL and BDS & ADS FORM B.

Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

•  Monitor student performance in lessons 
and analyze workbook activity results 
(e.g., Word Sorts and Spell It!).

•  Remediate as necessary. Use Blast 
Passages to reinforce taught concepts 
and strategies in connected text.



4th/5th Grade BOY Path for Assessment and Intervention

DIAGNOSE

KEY BOY = Beginning of Year
BDS = Beginning Decoding Survey
ADS = Advanced Decoding Survey
ORF = Oral Reading Fluency
ELSW = Blast Elementary Student Workbook
HDWSAs = HD Word Skills Assessments
PBSAs = Phonics Boost Skills Assessments

*  See Assessment Timeline and 
Flow Chart for additional 
assessment recommendations 
for Significant or Severe 
Decoding Deficits or 
Emerging Readers.

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL 
REVIEW & PRACTICE  
on concepts taught, 

particularly short vowels  
and Closed Syllables. 
Continue instruction.

CONTINUE HD WORD, 
BOOST, or BLAST 
INSTRUCTION.

Do not switch programs; keep 
students in program they 

started in.

ADMINISTER TIMED 4th or 5th GRADE ORF PASSAGE and BEGINING & ADVANCED DECODING SURVEYS  
FORM BOY (BDS & ADS FORM A).  Enter information into the Grouping Matrix to determine student’s decoding level.

If student does not show growth  
in ORF or BDS/ADS performance

If student shows growth  
in ORF or BDS/ADS performance

GROUP
Grouping Matrix 
Decoding Level

ADJUST

TEACH

PROGRESS 
MONITOR

No supplemental decoding 
instruction is necessary.

If students are unable to 
comprehend grade-level  
text, further diagnostics  
are required. 

TEACH HD WORD WITH HD WORD PLUS,  
starting with Unit 1, Lesson 1;  

use Foundations (4th) or Essentials 
(5th) Student Workbook. Begin with 

HD WORD ALTERNATIVE SCOPE & 
SEQUENCE (4 weeks) if students 
scored less than 44 on the BDS. 

Remediate based on formative assessment 
data from workbooks or HDWSAs.

Moderate 
Decoding 

Deficits

Mild 
Decoding 

Deficits

Slow Reading 
Rate

Strong 
Decoder

Specific 
Decoding 

Deficits

Significant Decoding 
Deficits

Severe Decoding 
Deficits or Emerging 

Reader

TIMED (1-minute) ORF PASSAGE  
at instructional level and BDS & ADS FORM B.

Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

•  Monitor student performance in lessons and 
analyze workbook activity results (e.g., Word 
Sorts and Spell It!) or use the PBSAs.

•  Remediate as necessary. (For Blast students, use 
Blast Passages to reinforce taught concepts and 
strategies in connected text.)

**

USE PHONICS BOOST 
with Letter-Sound and 
Heart Word Instruction

USE BLAST (ELSW) 
starting with Unit 1, 

Lesson 1 



CONTINUE BOOST INSTRUCTION. PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL REVIEW & PRACTICE  

on concepts taught, particularly short vowels  
and Closed Syllables.

CONTINUE HD WORD/HD WORD PLUS or 
BOOST INSTRUCTION.

 Do not switch programs; keep students in 
program they started in.

If student does not show growth  
in ORF or BDS/ADS performance

If student shows growth  
in ORF or BDS/ADS performanceADJUST

PROGRESS 
MONITOR

TIMED (1-minute) ORF PASSAGE  
at instructional level and BDS & ADS FORM B

Enter data into the Grouping Matrix to determine growth.

6th–12th Grade BOY Path for Assessment and Intervention

DIAGNOSE

KEY BOY = Beginning of Year
BDS = Beginning Decoding Survey
ADS = Advanced Decoding Survey
ORF = Oral Reading Fluency
HDWSA = HD Word Skills Assessments
PBSA = Phonics Boost Skills Assessments

*  See Assessment Timeline and Flow Chart for additional assessment recommendations 
for Significant or Severe Decoding Deficits or Emerging Readers.

ADMINISTER TIMED GRADE-LEVEL ORF PASSAGE and BEGINING & ADVANCED DECODING SURVEYS  
FORM BOY (BDS & ADS FORM A).  Enter information into the Grouping Matrix to determine student’s decoding level.

GROUP
Grouping Matrix 
Decoding Level

TEACH

TEACH HD WORD (with HD WORD PLUS  
for additional practice, especially for 

ELLs) starting with Unit 1, Lesson 1;  
use Essentials (6th-8th) or Linguistics  

(8th-12th) Student Workbook 
Remediate based on formative assessment 

data from workbooks or HDWSAs.

No supplemental 
decoding instruction is 
necessary. If students are 
unable to comprehend 
grade-level text, further 
diagnostics are required.

Moderate 
Decoding 

Deficits

Mild 
Decoding 

Deficits

Slow Reading 
Rate

Strong 
Decoder

Specific 
Decoding 

Deficits

Significant Decoding 
Deficits

Severe Decoding 
Deficits or Emerging 

Reader

•  Suspend ORF procedure until after Lesson 15; after 
Lesson 15, consider Boost Plus passages for ORF. 

•  Use Boost Plus for additional practice. Use PBSAs  
for progress monitoring and remediate as necessary.

**

USE BOOST with Boost Phonemic Awareness 
Supplement (available via email)



Really Great Reading®  1st Grade Foundational Skills Surveys
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Words and Sentences to Read

Set 1

dot bet tub mix zap

chip rock path shut mesh

trip step brag pond west

Set 2

1. The fox was in its nest. 

2. Can Pat check the red trap? 

3. She said, "Six shells are in my sock!" 

Set 3

zog nep mab hig vun

chog zuth lish weck shap

frad kend brit bloz hust

BOY1a

20    © 2018 Really Great Reading Company, LLC

FOLD OR CUT 1

FOLD OR CUT 2

FOLD OR CUT 3

BOYKa Panel 2

BOYKa Panel 3

BOYKa Panel 1 Student Page 1
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BOYKb Panel 2

BOYKb Panel 3

BOYKb Panel 1 Student Page 1
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COUNTDOWN
TEACHER GUIDE

BOOK 1
UNITS 1–5

y
Teacher Guide

BOOK 1
Units 1–10

Please call us for further guidance at 1-866-401-7323; select the Phonics Suite extension. www.reallygreatreading.com

Visual Glossary

FSSI BOYa

1st Grade Foundational 
Skills Surveys BOY Form A

Complimentary beginning of 
year assessment of 1st grade 
foundational literacy skills. 
Assesses simple and complex 
single-syllable words with short 
vowels, digraphs, blends, and 
closed syllables and selected 
high-frequency words.

Countdown

A whole-class, supplemental 
Tier 1 kindergarten program 
or a small- or large-group 
intervention for older emerging 
readers, typically in grades 1-2. 
Teaches foundational pre-
decoding and decoding skills.

FSSK BOYa

Kindergarten Foundational 
Skills Surveys BOY Form A

Complimentary beginning of 
year assessment of kindergarten 
foundational literacy skills. 
Assesses functional vocabulary, 
phonological/phonemic 
awareness, letter knowledge, 
decoding simple closed syllable 
words, and reading selected 
high-frequency words.

FSSK BOYb

Kindergarten Foundational 
Skills Surveys BOY Form B

Complimentary assessment 
of kindergarten foundational 
literacy skills; offers an 
alternative parallel form to 
assess the same skills as FSSK 
BOYa for progress monitoring 
between beginning and middle 
of year benchmark assessments.

HD Word

A whole-class, supplemental 
Tier 1 program for Grades 2-5 
or a small- or large-group 
intervention for grades 2-12. 
Focuses on advanced phonics 
knowledge for students with 
firmly established single-syllable 
basic decoding skills.

Really Great Reading®  1st Grade Foundational Skills Surveys
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Words and Sentences to Read

Set 1

sob leg run bit tab

chess duck mash shed bath

grid stem clam flop bump

Set 2

1. The bug was on its raft. 

2. Did the moth nap at dusk?

3. I want to rest in the back shed. 

Set 3

rop teb gaf bim lum

chup pesh bith zock whap

snat tesk crid somp fust

BOY1b
 DIAGNOSTIC DECODING SURVEYS  BDS

1    Complimentary Version Diagnostic Decoding Surveys © 2019 Really Great Reading® 

BOY
(Form A)

Set 1

see one they you are

rag lid dot hum bet

rich shop tack quit moth

dust step trip pond brag

Set 2

1. The cat hid in a box.

2. The fresh fish is still on the wet grass.

3. Six f lat shells were in my bath.

Set 3

vop yud zin keb

shap thid chut weck

Words and Sentences to Read

 DIAGNOSTIC DECODING SURVEYS  ADS

3    Complimentary Version Diagnostic Decoding Surveys © 2019 Really Great Reading® 

Set 1

fut shab thox

lutch phim gred

strob misp

Set 2

yume weag jaib

soam foom vawk

soid zout foy

fird gorf lerm

Set 3

kimplut gruckle slafnode

dirper panventic

Set 4

fantastic several attached

recognize lotion

Words to Read

BOY
(Form A)FSSI BOYb

1st Grade Foundational 
Skills Surveys BOY Form B

Complimentary assessment  
of 1st grade foundational 
literacy skills; offers an 
alternative parallel form to 
assess the same skills as FSS1 
BOYa for progress monitoring 
between beginning and middle 
of year benchmark assessments.

BDS

Beginning Decoding  
Survey BOY (Form A)

Part of the Diagnostic 
Decoding Surveys, the BDS is a 
complimentary assessment of 
2nd-12th grade students’ ability 
to decode simple and complex 
single-syllable words in isolation 
and in sentences and selected 
high-frequency words; for use 
starting at the beginning of  
2nd grade.

ADS

Advanced Decoding 
Survey BOY (Form A)

Part of the Diagnostic 
Decoding Surveys, the ADS is a 
complimentary assessment of 
2nd-12th grade students’ ability 
to decode complex single-
syllable words and decodable 
two-and three-syllable words 
in isolation; for use beginning in 
the middle of 2nd grade.

Blast

Blast Foundations

A whole-class, supplemental 
Tier 1 program for 1st grade 
or a small- or large-group 
intervention for 2nd grade and 
beyond. Teaches foundational 
decoding skills at the single-
syllable and multisyllabic levels.

http://www.reallygreatreading.com
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for Modules 1-20
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Skills Assessments

Phonics

BOOST

LESSON PLANS
Teacher Materials

Lessons 1 - 20

Linda Farrell & Michael Hunter

Support Units 1–10
Book 1

TEACHER GUIDE

Please call us for further guidance at 1-866-401-7323; select the Phonics Suite extension. www.reallygreatreading.com

Visual Glossary

Boost Plus

Phonics Boost Plus

A set of 40 modules providing 
additional practice for students 
that are struggling in Phonics 
Boost lessons; helps teachers 
target the exact skills and 
concepts from particular lessons 
where students need additional 
support.

HDW+

HD Word Plus

A set of 32 Support Units aligned 
with each unit of HD Word that 
extend the learning for students 
participating in HD Word 
instruction; includes additional 
practice, instruction, and videos 
that help reinforce and extend 
the HD Word concepts.

HDWAs

HD Word Skills Assessments

A set of 16 assessments 
aligned to the scope and 
sequence of HD Word that 
allow teachers to progress 
monitor students’ performance 
in the corresponding HD Word 
units and identify areas in 
which students need more 
practice and support to master 
concepts.

Boost

Phonics Boost

A slow- to moderately-paced 
small group, Tier 3 and/or 
special ed intervention program 
for students in Grades 3 and up 
who struggle with basic phonics 
skills. Teaches foundational 
phonemic awareness and 
decoding skills at the single-
syllable and multisyllabic levels.

BPSA

Phonics Boost Skills 
Assessments

A set of 40 assessments used to 
measure progress of students 
receiving Phonics Boost 
instruction; a highly structured 
way to assess the specific skills 
students should have mastered 
after certain lessons. 

http://www.reallygreatreading.com

